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$165-M for Davao
air crash victims

By Joseph G. Lariosa
CHICAGO, Illinois – A legal

guardian has been appointed by
Cook County Judge Jennifer
Duncan-Brice who supervised the
$165-M settlement of the wrong-
ful death suits filed by majority of
the survivors of the 131 passen-
gers and crews who died on
board Air Philippine Flight 541
that crashed off a hilly coconut
plantation in Samal Island near
Davao City nearly eight years
ago.

The court-supervised settle-
ment is the biggest so far in the
worst domestic plane disaster in
Philippine history.

The judge appointed Atty.
David J. Gubbins of Charles A.
Boyle & Associates, Ltd., as legal
guardian in the case. He will hold
in trust the settlement money that

will go to the survivors’ parents
and minor children of the 110 vic-
tims who joined the class action
suit against AAR Aircraft & En-

RP Rice Crisis
Pinoys are told to eat ‘kamote’

MANILA – When Philippine
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap
held a press conference at the
Philippine embassy in Washing-
ton D.C. last month, he assured
Filipino Americans that there will
be no food shortage in the Philip-
pines, only higher prices.

Now in Manila, Secretary
Yap was quoted by newspapers
March 17 as asking fast food out-
lets to offer half portions of rice to
discourage wastage as govern-
ment scrambles to look abroad
for rice supplies. Other officials
said it was time for Filipinos to
get ready to eat cassava, kamote

and other root crops.
Acknowledging the crisis,

President Arroyo said in La Un-
ion March 23 that the food short-
age and high prices of basic
commodities the country is expe-
riencing today is a global prob-
lem that needs divine
intervention. She told a crowd in
Ilocano that a food and energy
crisis of global proportions needs
a miracle to be solved.

“Ket tatta adda problema,
(At this time we have a problem),
a global problem, prices of oil

Filipino Americans gather around Fr. Pete Literal as he blesses palm fronds during Palm Sunday at St. Michael the
Archangel church in Maryland March 16 marking the start of Christendom’s holiest season.

Mexican champ Juan Manuel Marquez is stunned as Filipino boxing star Manny Pacquiao lands a stinging left on his
jaw at Mandalay Bay casino in Las Vegas March 15. Pacquiao wrested the superfeatherweight crown from Marquez
via split decision. He also holds the WBC flyweight title and the IBF (International Boxing Federation) super bantam-
weight crown along with the Peoples and Ring Magazine featherweight titles. (Reuters photo. Stories on page 25)

Firm set to file counter-suit
By Rodney J. Jaleco

WASHINGTON D.C. Six
Filipino teachers are braving pos-
sible deportation to expose the
activities of an alleged illegal re-
cruiter that highlights the ugly
side of the race to fill teaching
jobs in America.

The mentors, recruited from
all over the Philippines, were
supposed to fill vacancies in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina.

They agreed to talk to TFC’s
Balitang America on condition
their faces and names are not

shown, although they furnished
copies of their formal complaints
against the recruiter.

The affidavits have been sub-
mitted to the Labor Department
and Philippine Overseas Employ-
ment Administration (POEA)
through the Philippine Embassy
here, as well as the U.S. Justice
Department, according to Mi-
grant Heritage Commission ex-
ecutive director Arnedo Valera.

Valera said they have filed

RP-Sino ties
in ‘jeopardy’

MANILA – A senior diplo-
mat has warned that the Philip-
pines’ close relations with China
“is in serious jeopardy” owing to
the controversy surrounding the
national broadband deal (NBN)
with ZTE Co. that has dragged
other bilateral agreements with
that country.

The official said the NBN-
ZTE controversy is not in anyway
linked with the Joint Marine Seis-
mic Undertaking (JMSU) and
even the Spratly issue that have
been subject to diplomatic re-
views for almost 10 years.

“We are putting our diplo-

Filams await
papal visit

By Rodney J. Jaleco
SILVER SPRING, Maryland

– They raised and shook palm
fronds, a ritual repeated through-
out the Catholic world. It ushered
the start of Christendom’s holiest
week that culminates with the ob-
servance of the Resurrection on
Easter Sunday. But Filipino
Americans here already have one
eye on a much-awaited visitor.

Pope Benedict XVI is sched-

Filipino boxing icon wins
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